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June has passed and July is well underway. The 2ith CMPA mail
ing arrived just before the Lth, andé I have decided %o try to get
this issus of Cyrille in the bundle, if possible. So, I'm Byping ab
least part of this at work on a Roysl standard machine with a keyboard
that desn't agree in many respects with the 0livatti. And I Teel this
needs some work done on it - some of the keys, like the d tend to
stick., Then, of course, the backspsce and margin relesse are reversed
and - sven worse - the upper case , &nd ., are [ and ], respectively.
Ihis makes for great fun 1f you are typing all caps meterisl., Then
there ara 2 few odd characters liks ® a A % in place of themors
common symools. And, not belng satisfied, Idon't like the type size,
although the type face is not bad. DBut I feel the Olivettl has betier
action then this: 2 good cleaning wouldn't huet this.

I didn®t¢ maks
the laat mailling bundle = obviously, and I hovpe the postemailed conies
arrived- safely = thay were mailed the third = because the ditto was

in the shoo for repalrs end I got it back too late to geot the stuff
run and over Iin tims for the deadline. hls time, I'm keeping my fin=
zers crossed.,

But bafore tackling the bundle, I'd like to chatter sgbout
things and stuff; after all, one or %two of you were foollsh enough To
adnit you liked such stuff in tvhe lst issve., HNow maybe you'll be sorry.
Anyway, I mentioned last time about the boss lesving for 8 months in
California. Well, we got him away, but only by mest of the section
working evenings, and Ssturdays and such., He had some experimental
work he wanted to finlsh before he lelft, and like most experimental
work, it didn't go smoothly; things kept happening that weren't really
serilous, but %took up time. *he lest week hs was working mcst of the
night, with atout hslf of the experimental psople helving him, Of
course, this d38dn’t leave much time for the general running of the
section, writing the reverts due the end of the year - fiscsl, Jume
30 endlng, yesr - and so, the Tinal Sunday before he had to leave, I
ceme in and epent 8 hours helping clean up ths office, file stuff
away, discover what had to be done addwhat had to be decided aboud
it, and ended up wlth a pile of undone letters, reports, ebtc shout =.
foot high, That was June 1li, June 12, rether (I Jooked at an August
celender.] June 18 I was leaving for the Gordon conference. I shill
ned to wrlte the spsech [talk, I guess, would be a better word for the
rather informal delivery.] and get the slides mads, &s well as answor
the stuff I'd let slide while halping Ed get away. And all the general
gection problems, right at the end of t he year, when I'd be away, had

to be - forseen. So, I left for the Conference all right, had s
vondefh) week, and zame back o btry to reduce that menster stack of
work. Py now, I feel 1% is down %o = ressonable size, So maybe I can
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spend some time now on O[PA A¥D FAPA. Auyway, I'm spending some
time, whether I c¢sn or not.

The Gordon Conferrence was a real plessure
and in addition I relt I got something out of it, I left Washington
on Saturday by ovornight sleeper vo Bosbton. The Penn railroad is no%
noted for the cuality of 1ts rcadbed, but the Weshingion-New York
portion is 3upposedly better than the rest., I don't know, But I
hed trcuble sleeping., It might have been due to the dropping off sand
adding on of mall cars - storage cers full of mail = in Baliimors and
Philadelphiz, where the switching - shunting - was nct done with much
regard for the comfort of the passengers. But New York was even
worss, with the Penn KR detatching their GG-1 and the New Haven RR
coupling up thelr electrics. And also any msil csrs for Boston and
Canada, After which the cars from Waeshington %o Vew ¥ork had to be
detached, a1 dthe cars for the North reaitached, But, snywsy, the
New Haven track 13 worse than the Penn track. I find 1y got soms sizep
and was rsgdy when we arrived in Boston. I had sbout 6 hours to
wait for the Boston ¢ Medne to leave; however, the New Haven was late,
as seems to be customary, and ths time, when I wag finally transferred
from South Station to North Station via eab, and checked bag and located
the vrobable departure statlion « track ~ for my %raein, end then got
gome breskfast in the nearby hotel dinlng rocom - nothing seemed to be
open, other than drug stores, in the area - 1t was only a couple of
hours %o %ra2in time. Too short 4o see fsnsg: I tried a phone call and
got a busy sigunal, and didn't have a second chance., So, I welked
down to the waterfront - only a couple of blocks, and watched the
Navy Yerd afnd the plessure boats and visited old South Church -

North Gnhurch, I mean, of Paul fevere fame - and examined the o0ld cuw
Tracks still in the pavement, and the entrence to the subway for
treme and ths overheand golng over the bridge, and then it was train
time. The Boston and Maine use no conventional rall equipment for
thelr passenger services. Except for a couple of joint tralins with
the New Haven from the South, they run nothing but Budd EDC's, in
strings of from one to five units, under HU control, As moslt of their
services are local, this isn't sc bad. Yhe train I was on, though,
ran through to Montreal, with three units [the flrst one may have
cut out somewhere up the line.)] and was aquite full that Sundsy, with
French-gpeaking clerics ameng its passengsers,

Incidentally, for those
of you who are unfamiliar with the Budd RDC, I might explain that
these are self-propelled Rail Diesel Cars designed by the Budd Corp.
They are cars about 607 long, witn geets in palrs on sach side of e
central alsle for about L0 to 60 passengers, with, In some models, &
baggage space at one end (hence the differing number of passengars).
the englnesr has a smell cab st the front, ss in a subway car;, with
controls; each end has such a esby; and the seats are reversable,

They are eguipped for multiple unit operetion, with the first set cf
controls controling the drive in each car. ach csr is selfspowersd,
with a diesel motor under the floor and sexhavsts leading through the
car to what resembles & vistadome on the rcof, The exhausts are cerried
up along the sides, and are not noticable inside the car, except wher
thy door is opened end the outside air comee in. An interesting ride,
and onse much different from the ususl rail ride < more swaying, anc a
more noticable accelsratlon: the gear changes sre obviouns, too.

The *oston and Meine has quite a flest, The BaO {that should be Band0;
the ampersand is veplaeed by the a es I always remember tco late) has
a number in commuter zervice, and vses three to five uwnits on daylight



runs from Baltimore to Pittsburgh. Friends of mins - railfansg, of
course, ~ rode the B and 0f's budd cars from Washington to Chiecago
a couple of years ago over a three day holiday, when the ralilroad
was oxverimenting %o s3de whatb coqu be done. Going out, they had

1no trouble making the : time of the regular tralqs, cominm back,
they opened up, snd beat the best %ims of the crack 7 " Capital
Limlted by about an hour., I understand that they really rolled ' |
through the flet lands of | Iadiana and Ohio, and made real bLime

on the mountsins, where their fast pickup helped. I've been on the
Capitol when the speedometer in the doms reglaterred 100; it was quite
an experience rolling through the night, watching the lad cepe by
searchlight - landscape, that 1s = with a raihn fa]ling° You don't
realize how fast you are going until you have a meetv with another
train. I remembér ons trip wsest, wherse we left Pittsburgh about 3 hars
late - and arrived in Chicago on time. The Uplumbian, which is all
coach and follows 15 minubtes later, also left Ptbgh 3 hrs lste < bub
arrived 1n Chicagé 2 hrs lates The Capitol, with the heavy, wsll-
gprung, low center of gravity Pullmans, could take a higher speod
safely. But, back to RIC's. One 1s now running tri-weekly from
Salt Lake City tb San Francismo on the Western Pacific; this is
something 1ike a 16 hour run.,

Anyway, I was on the B and M RDC headzd
north into New Hampshire. ached Franklin, snd alighted, together
with about a dozsn othsrs. ﬁe were met by three stetion wagons and
off we went to New Hampton. As it was Sundgy , we kept to the backrnads
and I wonder if the driver we had had been in Parils driving for somo
time. HNarrow tuwo-lane roacds st 65 moh, with lots of curves snd Sunday
drivers.... Anyway, we arrived at New Bempton and the Wew Hamoton School
which waa the confserence ' site, A nice wooded campus, with about
hall a dozen traditionslly styled brick buildlngs., Facing it, across
the road, were a few wooden houses, a small grocery, a bakers, a small
variety and school supply shop, and a barber shop, Plus & post-offices.
It wesn't until la ter that we found out that the rest of the village,
which we had supposéd was around the curve ashead, wgsn!t, This was
the vlillage of Hew Hamoton. No%t even adrug store; soav and toothpaste
took up one corner of the grocery. The only Industry In town, other
then the aschool, was a state fish hatchery. Nearest town was sbout
10 milas‘away.m with no bus servlice, Nearest beer and other spliiits
wore » also 10 miles awav; Mondey sfternoon there were several trips
of 10 mlles organized,

The school - New Hsmpton School = is & prep
school for boys, which has been functioning for 10 years., It was
esrller a cosducational institution; about 1926, after 100 years,
the women were drovpoed. I understand the students - gt least the
older ones - feel this was s horrible mistake., Anywey, 1t has about

230 students in a four year highschool program. Founded as a church

school - Baptist - it became a non-denominational school in 1915.
Scme of the people who had never been %o a c~nference before, I feel,
wers somrewnat dlsappointed with the accomadations; they were rather
simple, with either single or double rooms, and only a Tew with
private baths = those attached to the faculty suites. However, ell
were clean and adequate; the mald service was gecod., And the food,
which was included in the orilcs of the conference (everyons wes expscted
to , . stay in the dorms, unless spscial arrangements were necessary,
Couples were invited, with speclal programs for the wives during the
sessions, and they had space in the dorms. Only one couple with s
small child stayed in a motel several mile 3 away), wWas very good o
better than I ate normally. Dinners, for example, Iincluded: Sunday,
& 1light mixsd grill, with bacon, liver, lamb chop, sausags, broiisd



tomato, plus Jjulce, rells, dessery, cc“fee; Monday, large grilled
steaks, to order, with vegetabdles, euc, Tuesday, half z broiled
chickew; Wednesday, rosst beef, several thick slices; and fhurddsay,
SP“VDG buffet style onr the 1awn9 with - in order down the tsbles <
reosh fr1it cup, baked besans (a New England tradition), meat balls,
pOuauo salad, tossed salad, lox, gefdllie fish, smoked herring,
¢cold ham and cold roast beef, deviled eggs, andf‘inally a big platter
of boiled helf lebsters., And seconds, thirds, etc... All the lobster
you could est, F_iday. I wes back 1ln DBoston, =nd had time for a meal
2% the Durgin Park - but couldn’t have eatsn the steak or roast besf
I had been planning before I left Washington - I'd had so much to
o0t that week, I did get soms good chowder, though, which is hard to
find in Washington.

The meeting ltself was very good. Everything was
off the record; no publication of anything said there wilthowt the
permission of the speaker, which meant that psopls could mske remarks
they wouldn't want to be offlclal, Dress was informal - during the
sessions at morning and svening, many of the men wore sporit shirts and
slacks, no ties or . coats, For example, my boss several ateps up,
the Pirsctor of the Bureau, was wearing a rather loud sport% shirt im
varying shads of brown; quite unlike his normsl attire. (When we
1aft Friday afternoon for train and plane, everyone was so different
looking, with white shirt esnd tie and coat) -

There were two talks in
the morning, and one in the mwvening, which l1eft lots of time for
dlgcussion from the floor, ¥ found I spoke longer then I intended,
and even then cut some meterial, but still had about 25 minutes for
discussion - mmd 1t wuld have continued except for the lunch bell,
Afternoons woere free to sightsee, golf, swim ~ in the lske with an
Inédian nene soms four miles away {station wegon avsilable) - hike,
laze, talk on matters of science or otherwise., I had an interesting

afternoon wlth one fellow who had been a minor fan back in the

0i1d LASFL days, when Bradbury and Ackerman and all were active, He
is & good friend of JWCJr, end has dropped in on him several times in
WY, Was at ths Detroit convention, and found that both he snd his
gon had a wonderful time, Enjoys reading sf and knows gquite & 1ot
eoout 1%, Inecldentally, he is 1n charge of Dow Chemical central
computing center. Drove one day up to see the Great Siyone Face and
sae something of the White Mountsins - all of 3560 feet high, some

ot them., Another day three of us spend working on a resolution for
another meeting later thls ysar; we had previcrsly done the fipst
craft by mall, but the mezting gave us a wonderful opportunity to
come to & real agreement, end to get & ew ldeas from .other
vgople there., Met & lov of new , people, and got tu know cthers
mach better., All in 8ll, a wonderful meetlng.

Al)l all good things,
this had Lo end., Friday afternoon, the station wagons %took a dozen
of us to “oncord (New Happshire) tocateh the RDCs., We got there
zarly, snd boarded the car, which sterted from there, Suddenly, just
cefore departure, a station wagon swings up, and familiar peopls dash
on boerd; they were supposed to tske a olme, but s tornado warning,
pius low clouds, had canceled their flight; they were going to try to
cateh planes in Boston. So, we got to Boston, I ate dinner while the
obthers dashed to the airportv, caught the night train to Washington,
and efter bouncing over the New Haven and Penn, I arrived Sat morning,
Back to the office Monday, with z pile of work awaiting me.



So, I've bheen spending the last two weeks w?iting annua% r§003635
job deseriptions for raises (but not mine), clearing OE?’?ld)uilef,
checking through the filles of reprints and rejdorts, puttling them in
order, atc, in addition %o my own work,

_ But this 1g enough of such
mild chit-chat - or do you want still more? = and a brief glance at
the mel 1ing might be in order. I know thore are those of you who .
dislike mailing comments, feeling they ere merely commeg?s on corments
on comments, bus I look upon them as a sort of converéﬁgl?ng ths
msi ling merely glves one pegs for more Soplcs of conversatlon., In
faect, unless a poerson ls g good -, wrlter - which few of us are .
straight writing can be boring, unless you happen to like the particula
Yopic. So, I'1ll procoede to the comments.

The covar of this, incldentally,
has no specliel moesnlng; I was just doocdling.

Six days bhave passed sinte

I gtarted this master; I'Ve had no opportunity %o do any more typing
at the office = or 2% home, for that matter- and I would liks to use
the same machine for the page, a% least., ‘Memo came through Friday
from the dlvislon offlce. I'm officially acting section chief now,
pending the return of the assistant chﬁgf from Belgium. No extra
money, of course, Jjust oxtre work.

The following appesred in the local
Waghington News for last Wed, I belileve [13/71 and may be of interest.
the News 18 not to be trusted, I'ye fovnd; it ia e Seripps-Howshrd
PEDETce o s

INDIANS STE FOR PEYOTE

"Eight Navajo Indiiens who want to use the cactus-made drug “peyote”
in old religlous coremonies, filed suit in Disitrict [of Columbia] Cours
yesterday In an effort to get it legalized on the Nawvs jo reservaticn.,

It was outlawed under tribal law there in 1940 after the Tribalk
Council found lmrge quantities were being brought into the reservation -
not in connectlon with religious ceremonles.

The tribe declared i1t harmful and 1%s vse punisheble by up tc
nine months at%t labor.

' *he Interior Department, respecting the authority of the Tribsl
Councll to pass its own lozal laws, gave its approval. But it ssid
it d1d not consider peyote harmful or habit-forming. It said it was
uged b§ a religious cult,

our of the HNavajos filing suvit have since been found gullty of
viclating the law. Yesterdey they ssked the court to decalre it in-
valld fnd unconstituionsl ,

hey seld that peyote has besn used for sacramental purposes
since at least the 16th century and that 1% is "indisvensable® %o
religious rites -~ of the Native American TChurch of North America."”

I also seem to remember that Dover Publishers have & renrint
of a book on veyote snd/or mescaline in their catelogue. Can?t be
sure right now.

No rocm tc start reviews of the 24th mailing here,
try the othsr side of this sheotb.
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A L'Abandon [Caughran) Wes amused by your deseription of i
first meeting with the 70L. Although irf yguyused FORTRZN goucimghe
most of the fun taken away from the coding, There is nothing like
coding directly in SAP or, better, in binary, to bring out ths real
aneakiness of the machine. O0f course, in FORTRAN, which I've nover
taken the troubie to use, a glight error can through your program
off the machine; in Sep -- SAP i mean, and no relation to SAPS - it
can merely lead to absolute glbberish in the output. For the benefit
of the nao machine peovle - who probsbly don't cere = I might mention
that there ere at leaat four ways of coding - writing instructions -
for a large computer such as IBM's 70l. The first, and oldsst, 1s
directly in binary, Herz, an order to %the machine to add the contents
of cell 80 to what is in the machine would be 000100000000000000000=-
000000000001000, This, of course, is rather awkward o
write snd use, snd so has been practically sbandoned in favor of S4P,
sxcept for corrsections tc binary decks,

SAP coding uses symbolic
locations and operations, which the SAP assembly program converts
into the absolute binary code. <Thua, the example sbove becomes
ADD 80, where ADD is a mnemonic code to indicate the operatdong
other common operations are SUB (subktract), MPY (mltiply), ST¢
{store) {the / through the # 1s used to indicate the letter and not
the numeral, which sre very , different in the machine, and which
csuse confusion, as both can appear in symbolic adédrssses), Instead
of using the absolute addressss, as the gg sbove, symbolic addressas
may be used, such as BBX10, FACTHR, CHMMFN (the "scratch paper” storage
of the machine) ZUTPUT , RESULT, NAME, AZLD. In writing 3 program in

SAP you have to indicabe each opsration, each addl tion;, or divisien,
and also how to keep track of how many times a certain procedurse hes
been gone through, You nave three index registers that can be used
to count up such operations, but if you have more than thres running
indices,; such a3 a,.b, ., whaerel,j,k,l, all teke on the values 1,2,3;..
to n, and all combiﬂaf}ons sre needed (a 4 dimensional matrice,
for example) it requires some juggl ing of indes registers back and
forth, It can be done, though, with a little practics., It's fun,
t00s

FORTRAN 1s designed to make codl ng oessy for peoprle who don't know
what's going on 1nside the machine (ki Jim) and who hsve no desirs to
lsarn how to really orogram. In FORTRAN you cen write down the
mathematical expressions you want to solve, evaluate, etc, indiecate
the parameters, the range of viariables, the necsssary storsge speace,
etc, andthe machine converts this Iinto SAP and gives you ths SAP
listing (I thiitk thls is what you got, Jim) as well as the sbsolutc
code, In coding you wrilte statements such as F(X) = K(I)SINF{X#=3:
B(K)/4#PI) and then overations such as DO 10, (I=1,10),(K=1,10)
which means do stgtement 10, which might bs the first one, for
all values of I and K from 1 to 10 for the value of X currently in
the machine, It isn't really & decimal language o8 such, but s
formula translstor whiech takes a specisl kind of mathematical and
Toglcal statement and converts these to the program. I've not done
much with FORTRAN; the good programmers seem to use it for simple
progren s, but tend to dlg back into SAP for more troublesoms partis.

Coming up, I hear, is Algol, and algebralc, logicel language for
machinesy I don t know any detsils on it.

I've rambled awsy on the
general progiemming and haven't asked the questlons I wanted to =
how did you declde there were no real solutions, or two roots to

Q@QQQ&“ of SQ“V 00888, Jin? The only method I can see requires a
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- L zed that can be handlsd by looking for a change in sign
of Ausg ?iiij 3alue to value, ¥Yhis will elther indicate twe roo?s .
or no reel root, and this can be tested in turn. I wr?te'gut a simpls
SAP code for this, excevt for the lagt vart, in about 30 m1nute§g.
orie which wasn't limitsd to any nvmber of vslues of a,b; or c, dub .
could use noneinteger values as well ss integer, andhas ,Hma?y aa the
capacity of the machine would sllow = naﬁnbﬁng lzs8 than ?DOOJ or &9,
(2 indicates multiplication in FORTRAN; #& indicates rﬁiging tc the
sower - 2, squars, #*% cube, etc}, I don't know what input snd
output formats your FORTRAN requires/allows, bu® the SAP we use allows
a wide range up to 120 chsracters per line, with all sort of headlngs,
ta, interpolated constants, etc,
B T p ’ The other thing thet
makes compiling a long operation is that the mschine also has to read
- in SAP a%t leest - a large deck of symbolic Instructions. FORTRAN
18 better in this respect, but 1s a slower compilatien. The machlne
uses three types of numbers, or rsther four, There is {ixed poiatb
decimal, where there 1s no decimal point used, it being assumad %o
be always at the right. ©‘hess numbers convert into straight binary
1 (decimal) = 1 (binary), 2 = 10, 3 = 11, h = 100, 5 = 101, 6 = 110,
7 =111, etc. *hen there 1s flogbing point binary, where, to increse
the range of the numbers above 2-- with no decimals, the number is
ropresented as a characteristic and a powser of two which it multiples =
in deeimal 1like 3,25 # 104 which equals 0.000325. These docimal
numbers represent & second kind, and mmst have a decimal point Andicated,
This means that 1 and 1. are different numbers in the machine, The
third Gype of number used in Input is the Oc¢ctsl number, whinrlh uses the

digets 0,1,2,3:4,5,6,7 to represent numbers as powers of eight,
¥ou probably wender why this, but is is very useful, ag , 1% gives
a qulck way of representing binary aumbera in a convenient form.

Bach octal diglt repressnts three binary digets, reducing 36 1's and
O's to 12 & gets., 1 {octal} + 1 {(binary), 2 = 10, 3 =11, Lk = 100,
5S=101, 6 =110, 7 = 111, 10 = 1000, 11 = 1001, etc. And then thers
are binary numbsrs, a string of 0 and 1's that the machine will
take on faith. These srs indicated on the cards as DEC, @CT, or BIN
types pf dats.

The outoput conversion of binary to decimal often gives
odd results, like the =030 or =0.,000. It simply means that somewhere
You had had s minus number in that cell, or that there wass s small
minus residual, which converted to the =0 rsther than + 0. Usually
they are unimportant, slthogh in decision making, +0 is lsrger then
<0, Did you ever subitract two negatlve but ecual numbers in gettine
these? That couvld do 1%, ss the sign of the first number csrries
through,

0N to more fannish parts., The other time around here that
we ses/here fireworkd - in fact the only time firscrackers appear,
as far as 1 know = 1s on “hinese New Year. There i1s & small Chinatown
in Washington, where I often - once or twice s week = eat, On New
Year's the dragon dances and firecrackers are in evkdence.

4 neutrsl
certainly 1lsn’t one whose views don't arree with either sides, that
merely makes him one party in s three sided srgument. A neutral is
one who care about neither side, and isn't interested in the resfthis.
Once he expresses his views, he 1s no longer a neutral, b

You pave to
ask to have your retirement refunded; if you don't, it stays in untii
you are ready to retire,

I've seen the foot long lcepiclis used in
icing reefers; breaking up those large cakes of ice demands a heavy
plek, True, the hoseholder uses a 4" one, although we had a big

one at home, a relic of the days when we had an ice box.
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Sure, there are chemicals that react to give alcohol when
wavter is added. Unfortunately, the by oroductis are a 1ittle bit
unhealthy, even when in e mized drink,

I'm not sure gbout the 7087;
I think it is en accounting type machine, similar to the 709,
Bill
Doneho was a most welcome intrusion -~ gnd e good sized onse at that,
T mean, 5 pages, P111, so put down that club. lThose upsticking "2"s
scattered throughout sort of made rapld resding hard, I found
my eyes doing 2 hippity-hop all through this.

_ I believe I'd still
plek "Conjure Wife" over "CGather Yarkness" because of the more fantastic
atmosphere 1t brings to mind, laild a3 it i1s in the prssent=day worid.
It is sasy to accept a distant maglcal land, but msgis in ths every-
cay world we lLive in and kKnow is much more startling. dJack Willisme
gon’'a "Darker Than You Think" (and I hope I'm remembering the title
corractly) with its werewolves in modern scelety alsc made a heavy
impaet. ‘

I've just discovered Tey after all these years. &% lesst, I've
r—— reoasd one and hsve two more on tap, es soon

%
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as my roommate gets through with the triple-decker, I llke the writing
style, and feel that the one I resd - Singing Sands = 1s better writtsn
than 90% of all the mysteries I've ever read. The plot isn't & typical
English one, bubt isn®t too bad., It doss not follow the classlec pattarn,
and there is no way of guessing the murderser until the story is alle
moet over, which violates one of the major canones of ths code,

. Zn addition
to the 1ist of histarlcal mysterliesz would be Agatha Uhristie’s story
laid in ancient Egypt. Heads pretty well, tco,

Anywey, I like heving
Donako in the mai ling.

On to Amble Mercer. Just to make you more
unhappy, pbut to help you (?), "Harlem Jazz 1930" conteins two sides
by *llington, two by Don Redman, two by Fletecher Hendsrson (I think)
and two by someone else whom I've forgotten, And I just thorght I
knew these cold. Just shows how memory fails.

One comment on ideas
ralsed by your Toffes stories mention of Thorne Smith. This always
irks me, when I know in what sensze Yhorne 8mith is being referred to.



To me, Thorne Smith is not an author you read for . any "sex" or
other sophisticeted "humor™ bub rather a very discerning critic on
1ife and customs of s certain psrliod of American life. The scenses

I remember best in his books arz such non sexy one as Tim Willows
pulling of socks one at a time, and musing ss he does 80, or the
conversation he has = while inhsbiting his wife's body - with the
local "Merry Widow"” and the remark that thls was the filrst time she
had ever been able ©o have a conversation with a man without at the
same time defending her honor. Or the scsne in "Stray Lemb" wherse
Lamb as a mangy dog, vislts the house where the wife of an 0ld msn is
throwing a drunken brawl while he 1s in the bedroom quletly dying.
Scattered all through his books are such vivid pictures, that raise
the levsl of his writing above 21l of his imltators, including the
one who finished the "Passionate Witch" and ruined it. These passages
are the meat of the books, with the sex thrown in as a light reminder
of ths morals of the times. I like *horne Smith's books, and Iive
reread them - bubt not because off the sex smgle so exploited, ~
Torfee certvalnly isn't in the "Thorne Smith tradition", meybe

1t should be the ""Thorne Smith" trad tion® to make clear whst 1t is,
And T will now get dwh off my soap~box; these cerdboerd cnes they use
nowdays are a little flimsy for one as big as I em - physicelly, 1
mean,

Atoz Atom. AR, another trsditional jazz man - this msans to
you I Hope what 1%t does to me? Or az2re you & late traditional, or
modern traditional or bop traditionsl? Me, I mean one who thinks
Armstrong hesn't made sny really good records since ths Hot " ive
and Hot Seven days, and that Johnny Dodds was the best on clarinet.
In thst mood, I don't feel anything recorded after 1940 is
worth llstening to - except tha% I slso like the Duke & d think scme
of his best were made sbout that time. And then I still like the
early swing, like the Goodman trios and guartets, and early big bands.

You meen you wanted me to write and give you that illo idea?
Why didn't you say so? Or did you? JAnyway, I put one in the 1ssue
you're orobably reading ss I type thils. But this one has me worried,
why the streamiines for deep space ships? So much unusuable space,
1t scems to me. Actually, the plcture remindés me of a view out of
a submarine room watching & school of fish going by. Like whales,
maybe.

Did you .  ever hear of the "Cow Colleges”™ in the States? That
is what the title Cowdung on the Campus reminded me of. Unfortunately,
the California Agricultural College is located at Davis, end not at
Borkeley. A cow college, by the way, is one of the state colleges/
univeral tles with a depsrtment of Agriculture Science,

Erg Jeeves., Best
wiaghes and congratuaetions and 2ll the reat. I jJust hope your school
isn't 1ike St. Trinlans when it coms to inspections. It might not
PaA88oco -

- ligprit, Buckmastor. Of course the British post office
has a much better record than the American one., At least, so I under-
stand, At least, I can get a letter to Zngland snd have an answer
back before a lmtter home reaches there - both airmall. As for re-
addressing mdil that szesms to depsnd on the variovs pecple who handle
i1t., Some will: -s forward everything for months end months -
small of“lces sre better at thlis, where they know you - while others
will send back a letter that errives the dsy you give them the change
of address with the stamp "Not at this address, no forwarding
address known.," *his is much esasier., First class is supposed to be
forwerded free, other classes are only if you have agreed to pay for
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the fowwerding postage. So you never know what will happen. 1 bellave
Medle had vhis trouble with & lot of TAFF ballots when he moved,

At leaat, he lost a PAPA meiling, which the last I heard was still
miasinge.

The article on witcheraft was interesting, although there are
ghe ements that are jJust voo positive for me to accept. Like the one
thare Sid says "...many types of faith from thet of primi tive man,
who belleves thst there is o sgeparate spirit in charge of esch tree,...
S0 that of civilized man, who prefers one 3pirit only." (Underlines
nire.) I don't see that the equation,clivilized man = belief in ons
sviri$, is necessarlly a valid premisse. Hore the speclfic Jewish-
Christian-toslem Beliel 1in one dlety is $aken as typical of alli
¢ivillized peoples, which I don't acceot. (As an eside, how about all
the Seints in the Catholiec faith, as well as the variows spirits in
the lMoslem ? Con't they count?)

But waan't the megic being used in the
Toriility rites sympathetic magic, which msans thet the fertility of
thas crops could be ensurad by s liberal epplicetion of human fertililty.,
I don't think you'd find humsn Tertllity outstripping the erop supply
in a primitive condiltions; disease snd natural accidents and
wer would keep the life svan from being too long, and a largse supply
of children would be necesszary to keop the population stasble. After
5.1, 1% is only with the Iintroduction of modern medicine that the
suzply of pecple has hegun te outsbrlp the food supply in such lands
as - India. *he population of England didn't sbart to rise untili
thsre were other methods of cbifaining the nesded foodstuffs,

Theze are

only a few of the chocks on the pages of thls sariicle, but I just don't
feel up to a lengthy dilscussion now - 1% is toe near dinnsr time,

I
woulid like te add to thlis question of Enplish andAmerican colleges.
Having-had some experiencs with various British sclentists I find it
interesting bo compere thelr aschooling with curs. In general, Amsrican
achoole will cover the ssue typoes.of material, but not at the same
depth, up to the graduats level, Tor exswvle, s text designed for
a genior course in ochysical chemistry in one of the English Universities
would not be sultable for most M erican coleege classes, *here srea
few where ths instruction 1s of highor ocualliy, but in many the couraes
ars alweys trying to tesch whsat should have been learned the years
befora. This really shows vp in graduate work, where students ars
gebhered from all saris of colleges. I can remember studsnibs who
sculén't cdo simple physlical chem, whiie others hsd had the equivalent
HT the first yesr graduastbte ccurse, The word that weuld best describe
Americen sducstion I feel would be "uneven” or superficleal.

! 4 throe
20dit yoer coures 13 one thet lssts two seméstsrs or three quarters
1 nae thres hours of lacture or ogulvelent per wesk, Labs are usually
balenr as 3 hours of leb zqual one of lecture.,  The standard first
r nen-mejor chem crurse is one hovr lecture, one hour recitation,
andi one 3-hr leb per week for & year, for 3 credits,
ou may be sorry
havs me atart on education; I scem %o r ide this hobby-horse very
crongly for ons who 1sn!t either teaching or putting children through
zheol. Meybe that way I ean be scomewhat unemotional sbout it ail,
¥irust, though, belore the nsxt page, I used Bunltish instezd of English
50 iumelvde Scotland and N. Irelaend end Ve es az well ss the English,
foar 21l ; with & name 1llke Evans I'm certalnly not English - there
some Scovtlsh Goo.

w W oy
3]
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(11 peges, and only on %he 5th msgezine!)

I'm afraid I can't recommend..a book on education, unless i%
might be the popular "Why Johmnny Can't Haad® which I've never read.
But I have sesn the effect of poor reading ablllty for years, both
while I was golng through school and then while teaching., The poor
student was the ons, in general, who couldn't read; he din't have %o
be stuoid, but he just couldn't resd. Ths slow ones who could read
had better records than the fast ones whg couldn't, I've slways felt
I was lucky when I started to school. Mother had been a school-tescher
end had me reading befers I started, so Iwes shuflled around with two
other students into a sneclisl group who Aid the first yesr and a half
In half s year. Naturally, this meant we missed mos% of ths "social
play” end I'm afrald our clay moulding ability was lower than normel,
but we could £l) read and write and do arithmatic. I've always liked
to read - after all, I started reading sclence fiction over 30 years
ago, Wwith an egrly Gernsback megszine, after I had finished g1l the
Tom S Aft and Don Sturdy boys books I could find. One of the most
interesting courses in high school for me was a semester in English
where we had to do nothing bu read modern Yocks, nothing decp, bub
Merk Twain and similar types, and meke reports on nhem. We coulgd
also take the books home. I bealieve I read soms [0 hooks thzt
sememster, as well as ths books I coulda't renort on in c¢clsas - sclence
fiction magazines, detective msgazinass, detective books, westerns, atec.
There were some in the class who barely finishedthree books, They were
the enes who did poorly in school, in general,

In college 1% was the
game way. *‘he only coursss that gave me trouble were the ones that
reguired straight memorization, like language vocabulsry and organic
chemistry. [I've noticed that chemists tend to separate into two
grouos, the ones who like to memorize things, who like orgsnic, and
those who llke math and reasoning and csn't memorize worth a darn, wheo
take up physical chem. I'm a physicsl chemist.)

When I got %o teachking
college chem I found the same thing was true -~ the students who couldn't
resd had trouble - and thst was a large group of them., Figures on
people at the Buresu who have tasken read ng improvment courses using
Sraining machines indicate that a large numbsr of people read no feaster
than I can type - and ro more accurately. Word rates of under 100
words per minute were found, andratss below 200 wpm were commonr., The
big Jump in retention of informaticn came with a blg jvmp Iin spesd,
up to 350 _ or so, where they stopped = . vocalizing &and read words
and phreses reather then sounds., I!d never realized it, but I probsbly
never vocalized -~ at leaat I have a lousy sense of proncunclation,
although I know the meening and can read the word with no trouble.

In technical material I can often read Germsem or French at almost the
speed of English, slithough I certeinly can't talk it that fast, 3 |
ub
back to schools. I also noted tha®t most of the poorer students couhﬁﬁbt
hendle simple srithmatic. They had trouble with fractions and decimsl’s
and were lost with simple proportions. They bhad no sense of what e
reasonahis answor, would be, and would take the results of an iacorrsect
operation that were off by several orders of magnitude- llke gtarting
with bl 1bs of CO, and getting 161 1lbs of carbon, instead of 12. They
hed never bsen teught how to think in mathemetics, but had merely bsen
given some rules;if the problem ddn't fall Into one of the rulss, 1t
was unworkeble. It wee most disco'wraging to have to teach mathsmstics
before teaching chemistry.
See, aren't you sorry.
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Thers are ways of handling the name-cszller other shan cailing
back, We hed an example in FAPA - or onthe waiting llst., We hsd him
nicely quleted down, with most neople convinced, by letter and wrd
of mouth, of the situation, when someocne - who 1s now in OMPA or
w11l be - stirred things up by sending a copy of a dirsct attack to
the person concerned. To make it worse, it-wasn't a reasoned attack,
which mlght heve been justified, but & psrcdy, which slmost smounted
to ‘1ibel. This stirred thines up, and there coculd have been & nasty
situation. Fortunatsly, things have cuieted down, but.... I covid
be put In a bad spot, incidentally, by such a charecter, as my job
requires clearance; thers zre others in fandom in similar situations.
This is one case where ignoring would have been the best thing all
around. _

A typlecal British fanzins hess quite a hilstory. Ipn general, the
British fanZ ne before the war, when the phrese originated, wes a more
mature, more literate, more construchive type then the corresponding
item over here. I believe English fens werse a2 1littls older, or just
had a 1little better education or something. “nywsy, there has always
been a certain way of looking at things that crops up Iin an English
zine that & esn't apoesr normelly in an AMmerican one, With exceptions.
It might be that the Amerieans wore slways put out by fans 8ll agog
te sest the world on fire. And then fthers were the traditions started
from LA of crazy stunts., 2 typical British fanzine i3 a recommendation
ag far as 1 am concerned. Iike Esprit,

Most middle cless and lowar
people over here would consider any erotica as obscene; to them, any
materisl dealing with sex 18 obscene, Unless it appears in the "Ladies
Home Journal."™ Then it is all right and serious constructive advics,
Probably goes back to the Puritan-Yictorian notiens that snything
enfjoyeble about sex 1s obacene, And I bell=ve the Victorian spirit
13 still widely alive in fmerice; more so, probably, thsn in its birta-
place, : '

1 was going %o exolain "Squirrel” jokes to you, but decided
ths West Coast conld do a better job, If they don't, I'll try.

2 ; I believe
1t was Earl Cerroll of the Follies fame who selected showgirls = in
part - be requiring that they hold guarters simulZaneously betueen
thighs, calves, and ankles (I think). Otherwise, they werse elther bow-
legged or knock-kneed.

Coslet, in FAPA aend SAPS (I belleve) once pub
out a catalog of his Bibls collection, just to ses how far his mastors
would go. To make matters worss, it was s 1ist that had been rejected
from soms Bible collectors group because 1t wasn't 1n the right form.
bog this means dumping something that has another purpose into a
maliling. i

One thing thet seems to be chesper in England than hore is
housing., At less%, sround here an older house in a falrly good area
not too far out will sell for $15000, with payments of about $100 per
month ~ plus taxes (rates) and insurance and water and sewerand garbeage
collection, g 3 -
I hope to have mere to say on SaM'sg definition of science
fiction. I brought this up in FAPA and got a three pags letter from
Sam which I may print. I felt 1t wss unworkable, basically. It defined
something in terms of itself, and the examples were not good. E

' hors
are more checks on the pages, but I feel I should get something %o
eat at last. Anyway, I enjoyed the typical English Fanzine (OMPA
type) obviously. '



Grlst,(M111ls) [And if I have changed format in midestresm, it
1s becausSe I'm typing this again st the office, and again the pages
previously done sre home and I don't want to stop and leeve this nicely
airconditioned office to hie h‘ﬁ%ards in the G0+ heat and humidity to
find out.] I hope the more lef hy comments this issve will please you,
I mean sbovt IBM, HNsturally I 'sxpect the rest to pleass you. Or why
would I be dolng them? Which is a3 good question, really. Shall I just
toss masters to the winds and %Hake off for the wild spaces? It sounds
intrigulng, but I don't know where to go, snd it 1s too close to dinner
time. #nd I am a slave to convenbion - not conventions.

That review of

LCL (less carloed lots?) appesred somewhere else, as I had read 1% and
dan't read eithser FaS or RD, I wnder why so meny fans - relatively
speaking = are interested one wsy or another in the BSI? I know of
almost a dozen, This puts fandom to shame, for an active, literste,
Interesting fandome.

N The wet cover mention of Morph reminds me of the
R gecond 1ssue of Snide with the silk screen cover. It was
T R M dusted with aluminum (pardon, sluminivm) powder, and %the
NN N o~ W
- - e copiss kept dusting for months. The copy I have
e e is #till shedding after about 19 years,

. You know, I've found most of the people who

\ﬁ;\\\\ _ scraem about too much govermmant,
. ,\\g"““n\ too big an organization, too
\ e high taxes, are the ones who
\ \\\\“ . scream loudest when one
\ \ of their pet pro-
| \ Jects is the one
B _ -3 to be cut,
| Py
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I'm glad you pulled Chuck Henson

out from the past and made = or let
/ \ = him do some comments. It has bween

\ \@;m{‘ N 8 long time since the Alchemist last
\ - \ sppeared, Cheer up, you'll be in
\ ; L | FAPA and getting GMCzinss before you
\\ . N\ / now it. I understand that the northern

' / Itallan food is not so highly seasoned
\\ \ F as the southern; the further dowr ths
R e | S boot you go the hottar the food gets.
S — Come again, plenss,
paraPANslia (Burn)., For some reason that cover reminds me of crazy kat
and especially of offiser pup. And without referances I can't be sure
of the spelling, or of why it does8. But 1t does. I enjoyed the meterial
although I'm not sure I like the "modern writing style of Horrocks or
more especially Baxter, It doesn’t make for easy reading, and interfleras
with communication. But maybe communication isn't the goel of writing
these days., Will be expecting something interesting ss a rasult of your
trip to England,.




Satan's (hild (Retigan). This is one of those issue of fanzinse
that irk me - not becauss L don't like them, but beceuss I don't kncu
what to say, I find myself zgreeing - slmost - with your comments
on birth ceontrol; and yet, thers are 1l1lttle naggling thoughts I canft
cryatelize,

I might mention, in regards to the super market, that theres
is a further status buyer levsl in the states = the psrson who pstrcnices
the non-self-help stora, whsre she gives her ordsr to the clarkg who
fills it and delivers 1t, A% higher prices, naturally, This is whes
was common thirty years ago. I can rsmamber back homa where sll but
one or two daring stor®s were that type. A couple of stores had put in
the unusual Innovation of letting the customer seleet the goods and
do the toting herself, They were looked down upcn by the solid midcie-
cleasg citizens. Then csme the self-servics chal ns, with lowsr prices,
The local stores followed svit, to a greabter or lesser extent, Then
came the super-markets; one major diffsrence was tnat hers the meats
were alsc ready packeged and self-gervice, And now, there ars the fsow
snob atores, that carry only the highest qguaelity goecds, and cater tc
those who dan'% wsnt to shop in the common super market.

Some day I
hope %0 be sble to visit an English pub. The bars over here are usuily
three kinds., There is the cocktall lounge, whers you slp your mixed
drinks either in booths or at afancy, chromed bar sltting on Lell
stools. Then there is the dive, whare ycu cen get besr and some stralghi
whiskies, if you dare snter them, The third sre bars=-cum-
restaurantso where food iz secondary, but where you can zet bser,

I don't belleve any of them will have the same atmosphere &8 the IEnglish
b,

Space Diversions (Shorrock) All of this was enjoyed. Terry
Carr's Teport on the‘Solacon was very good - lo@h of names dropped to
give the real"l was there" fesling. Of course, this issue of SD
should not have been in the mailing, sccording t» the OMPA Comstitution,
83 1% violates legelity -« at least as far as the US Goveranment 1s
concerned, Specifically, ofie of the stsmpas - for which thanks; they
go in the collection ~ is 1llegal, You sre not supposed to impors
Red “Yhinese atamps into this country. So, do we inmpesch the editor of
OMPA for failing in his duty? 3

The Ascent of Next o Nothing. (Ashworth )
I enjoyed this - w©ll three parts of it. 1 have a friend who climbs
mountabng = real ones, with snow on them -~ end I intend to use Sheila's
plece %o deflats him some times. Or I may pass it on to his wifs, who
isn't really gung-ho on it. Vernon's account was Interesting; some day
~ a8 I've been telling mysslf for years = I'm going to have %o vial®
VWsles and ses where the great, grest... Evans family came from. I think
I'd 1ike to do some amsy tramping ovser the hills,

I wonder 1f you havo
discovered the technigue of rappellingdown a cliff, It should make =
5ood method for eacaping from hotels without paying bills, and such.

% the method of descending snow slopes = where they .don't end in
sudden cdrops - by sitting - down on your empity csnvas pack and sliding
down, faaster and faster, with only your ice axz to stop you.,

Rejocted
Canon {Eney). Under z 1s one of those oriceless comments. "...was
badly killed in sn suto sceldente..o”

Wouldn't statutory rape be rape
wlthout violence - consent by the victim, bul under age, so still rape.
Comments re asgimilation of ccnauered peoples good, DPidn't the Romans
do something similar; offer the conguere peoples 8ll the priveleges



and Mayne, underneath RO,
(Just think, Pick, you and Ligchtman/made me use two more pages.)
of citizenship except - Iniimiliy- the right to be s citlzen. And I
thought one other thing the Moslems did was meke it easy for the
conguered pooples to change religions = you could almosi overnight
become s Moslem, k

=t
Ui

Vert (Meyne). Thanksfor the introducition; es others
heve gaid, it helps ons Mnmow who is speaking - and why.
Thoge G&laxy
Novels ere protty bad - a% least az far as covers go. "0d& John" is
the same old Stapledon story, of course, slthough you would never
recogniza 1t from the cover, which implies that 0dd John was one
of thoso characters; on the cover a monstrous person 1s chasing a
scantlly clad girl. An obvious play for the ssx reader, The"Deviztoes”
I haven't read yeb; I believe 1t 1s & reprint from ASF? "Pagan Passions®
ien't a story of %the South Seas but of the world about 75 years from
now, whore a group of the Greek gods heve btaken over the earth, mek ing
1t more in the gulse of an idealized anclent Greece, with the pagan
rituals and such., It has a gtf background, too., £&nd pilsanty of sex.
"¥irgin Planet” is Poul Anderson's Véniure story of the planet where a
space ship of women hadlanded years beiore, snd a purely Teminine
culture had arisen, with the ald of %he machines in the sbhip for repro-
duction. "Flesh” is Philip Farmer's story of 2 return from a2 star trip
Yo find a world In which humanity hss gone back to the pagan rites, with
modsrn improwments. Similar, in some ways,te PP, Agaln, lots of sex,
and this time implicit in the plot., ¥Sex Wer" I hsven't vead. All havo
covers with Rotsler wimmiin end heroic men, usually in situstlcns whers
i% is cbvious that rape or repe wilth violence 1s coming.

After I uns
scrambled the pares and found the right order, I enjoysdboth "The Helf-
BEsten . Heart" and Mercer on the con, I esrtalnly sppreciated the
various traditional, Sheakespearian touches in the vlay, the declamation
at the sndof a scene, for example,

Zounds? {Lichtman) I can't mekethe
1 using the upper case ., a8 thls macnine doesn'% have one, only & |
there., I hope when you get into FAPA you von't remarks about ths small
maillings. If SAPS and OMPA collapss from sheer welght, FAPA would
cortvalinly lynch you. In fact, they might black-ball you befors Fou
got 1in, it that happendd,

To me, "pirst-drafting”mesns 1t is being
done on mester - likes this. "Rough-drafting” would imply e first draflt
bekng revised before doing a maaster,

We hed to have two years of world
history, one of Mmerican, and a fourth of either worlid or American to
graduate from high sebcol., Four yeurs of English and four of hilstory
plue the other ons and two yesr reculrsients in math and such. ©One I
never mede was four years of physical ed, I ssent three yesrs taking
an eatra subject,; in place of the gy a1 d studyhall thet I and the
Tolks thought was 2 waste of time., W_ got through college slgebra -
firstyear, with some theory of squations end some anal geometry. 4
thuch of eale, too,

I'm waiting for someons to come out with debydrabted
weter, T might mention thet I sam in a form of socialized medicine -
local style, I belong to a coop group that has zet up 1ts own medical
end dental clinicsz; with full time staff and s1ll, Seems to work very
well, although I've not besn too sicsk. Peovle with children 1like it
greatly, because it cuts down on the exnensive chiliren'’s doctors visits.
T shoulcdhave more to say, ovut I'm geiting huwngry. Seo

I'11 sees you

nexrt wailing, I hops. {
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Poatmal lings thst I slmost overlooked, =2s I had not plsced them in the
pile with the rest of trs . md ling. Actually, they were on the front
¢eat of the car,
Mailing Comments (Ellington), I was very interested

in your remarks about tloondog. Live only hsard some of hils records

in years pest, and I belisve there was 2 writeup in Life or such (or
am 1 rememberiang in ths wrong sense the writeup on Nature Boy? I feapr
I am). You should moa®t some of the professionsl Southerners - the
ones who are 1000% for the dsar old South, with the slaves and mint
juleps and all, In spite of the fact that they were born in the north -
wno fesl that the stanflard answer to any question of segregstion -
sconomic, school, moviss, beaches, etc... = 1s "Would you want your
dsughtar to msrry a Negro?" No ergument wlll ever continue, ag far

&3 they are concerned, after this clincher. I wonder what would hap-
ven, though, 1f the answer were Yes? I feel that they wouldn't sven
haar it, but sssume the answer was the expected No, and go right on
talking from thers, _

1 I wonder Just what effect FAPA and OMPA woulgd

heve if they ever checked my clearancse, Apparsntly I head no trouble
gaveral years ago - at least up through SECRET but I haven't had

the AEC looking at me., This buBiness of clearances 1s most snnoying
gt times, If I wm.t to - have to, I mean - go over to the Psntagon

fic discuss something en our current contract, our securlty office has
te send a memo to the appropriete office in the Pentagon that I have
tlearsnce - even though I have been over before md have talked with
the same people beforse, And, then, when he visits the Buresu, the
procedure has to be reversed - even though I know he hses clesrance.

Of course, I céon't know how often they check clea ances; &s far as I
xnow, there has besn no recent check on me, But, what would worry me
imore - and this is why the WiHek#k csse disturbed me -~ is to have somre
"friend” make accusations that would result in a mors than routine
check, This could cause trouble; after all, I'm sure theyra must be a
fils on FAPA that could be a real trouble-maker. After 8ll, look %
The foundePoceos
Anyway, more often mailing comments, Dick?

- JD-Argassy
{Blckman) Now that Lynn hes finished running Madle's trip report,

I'd 11ks to say thank you for sending JD-A gl) thess months. I'va
found 1% most interasting - aot sn APA magezine, of courss, but Il've
zotten a lot of plessure out of the rest of the issues, So much,
that I'm sctvally parting with hsrd-esrned money.. Yor a sub. 5
' ut I
wonder what my post office - a emell one, and thuas abises to look et ths
mall - Shovght of the cover on No 5. 4he back cover, I moeanl
Harbe thet's why some of my mail hasbeen 1la te,

Berry's problem series
starts off interestingly. 0,8 question, whal la the date of the story?
This 1is of vital importernce in pueszsing the ldentlty of Superran.

And this doos seem to finish all the megs - I refuse to go looking
on ths back ssat of the csr, Til next tims, I hops,
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